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New York Openings This Week 


Bagels and Yox-Holiday, 9/12/51. Al Pransky and John Beckman present their 
Yiddish American musical revue- Show has been big hit at Miami and Atlantic City... 
Diamond Lil'-Broadway, 9/14/51. The one and only Mae West brings her own production 
of her own play back for another visit. The men in her life this time are Charles 
Martin, Dan Matthews, James Courtney, Walter Petrie and Gerald Price. 


Digests of Current Reviews 


Lace On Her Petticoat-Booth, 9/4/51. Mild pro and con reviews received by 
Aimee Stuart's Scottish romantic drama, with majority on the negative side. The 
season's first drama, produced and directed by Herman Shumlin, was greeted by News, 
Compass, Newark News, and LI Press critics as a nicely performed, warm dramae But 
majority thought it was much too talky and much too longe Several were disappointed 
that play didn’t live up to its promise. Cast headed by Neva Patterson, Perlita 
Nelson, Patsy Bruder end Jeff Morrow was generally praised, though a few critics 
object to the squeesky voices of the children. Shumlin's direction was praised, 
though Atkinson, Times, feared that his staging was no more captivating than the 
scripte Coleman, Mirror, who filed a "con" review, noted many handkerchiefs dabbing 
at moist eyes in the third acte The best Garland, Journal American, could say for 
it was that the script was as clean as a paper napkin and just about as durable. 
English hit will probably not repeat its success here, was the general consensus. 


Nathan Balances Books 


Two on the Aisle-Hellinger, 6/19/51. Though new musical revue has standard 
male-female numbers, it also has Bert Lahr end Dolores Gray, both operating at full 
blast and both in themselves fully worth the price of admission, comments George 
Jean Nathane Lahr has never been in better trime Gray runs him a race for the 
honorse She is physically magnetic, she has fine stage presence, she acts the 
sketches admirably, and she is distinctly an addition to the musical stage... 
Seventeen-Broadhurst, 6/21/51. Compared to the average show about adolescents, 
Sally Benson's adaptation of the Tarkington novel is a relief. It has the honest 
essence of youth; it is staged and for the most part played with an appreciation 
of the fact that youngsters can be human, The book does deserve better music and 
lyrics; but the performances on the whole are a delight. 


Out of Town Reviews 


Louis Verneuil's play, written especially for Ginger Rogers, Love and Let Love, 
didn't meet favor of two New Haven trade paper reviewerse Golly, Billboard, and 
Bone, Variety, found it a dull, over wordy conversation piece which needs a little 
work before its scheduled Broadway debut September 25th. 


Editorial Pros & Cons 


For the convenience of readers who want information on incoming plays, CD 
will present, starting with this issue, short digests of the out of towm trade re- 
views. The printing of pre-Broadway reviews has always been a controversial sub- 
ject. If the reviews are good, everyone shouts the good news. But if they are bad 
there is stony silence from all concerned. Shows which win consistently good out of 
town trade reviews are good bets for advance ticket buyers. ’ 
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' Key to NYC Criticism At A Glance ' ee 


1. WY Times ll. Women's Wear Daily 21. Freeman 

2- NY Herald Tribune 12. Wall Street Journal 22. Commonweal 

3. NY News 13. Journal of Commerce 23. Cue 
4. WY Mirror 14. George Jean Nathan 24. Chr. Science Monitor 
5e WY Compass 15. Ward Morehouse 25. Sat. Review Lit. 

6. NY Post 16. Morning Telegraph 26. Newsweek 

7e WY Journal American Iv. Variety 27. Time 

8. World Telegram & Sun 18. Billboard 28. Nation 

9. Brooklyn Eagle 19. Theatre Arts 29. New Republic 

10. Newark News 20. New Leader 30. New Yorker 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them not if they think they will be 
hits. “So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for 
an entertaining or stimulating evening. Unless other wise noted critics voted "pro." 


AFFAIRS OF STATE=9/25/50 Con: 
None: 16-121-23-28. 

Con: 18-19-28-29. So-So: 3. None; 16-21. 

Con: 6=28. So-So: 14-18<22-23=27. Nome: 21-25. 
Con: 28-6 

Con: 28. None: 19. | 
Con: 14-19. Wone: 21-25-26. q 
Con: None: 12<20=22. 


CALL ME MADAM-10/12/50 

GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES-12/8/50 
GUYS AND DOLLS-11/24/50 

THE KING AND I-3/29/51 

THE MOON IS BLUE-3, 

THE ROSE TATTOO-2/3/51 


A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN-4/19/51 - Con: 2-7-14-18-20-25-27-28. None: 15-19-21. 


So=-So: 8. 
SEVENTEEN-6/22/51 Gon: None: 12=20+22. 
SOUTH PACIFIC-4/7/49 - Con: 27. So-So;: 23. 
| None: 
STALAG 17-5/8/51 - Con: So-So: 3. Wone: 19-21. q 
TWO ON THE AISLE-7/19/51 - Con: 2—3. Wone: 


ao 


Record Notes * 


Dolores Gray, Two on the Aisle, signed by Decca...Carol Channing, Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes, signed with Columbia Records..."Manhattean" the Richard Rodgers- 
Lorenz Hart tune from the 1925 Garrick Gaieties is being revived by E.B.sMarks Music 
with a lyric change to update the tune. Permission was granted by the Hart estate; 
it will be used in RKO musical "Two Tickets to Broadway"...British musical Rainbow 
Square will be published by Campbell-Comnelly Music, London...Williem Saroyan's hit 
song “Come On-A My House" has been recorded in Yiddish, Spanish and Armenian ver- 
sions. RCA Victor cut the Yiddish vershion "Come On Tsu Mein Hois” with Leo Fuchs 
and Abe Ellstein's orchestrg. Columbia cut the Spanish version “Wen Dir Negrita" - 
by the Hermanos Rigual Trio. While Lightning Records in California made the Arme- 
nian disc with Guy Chookorian...Frederic March will narrate Capital Records "Hark 
the Years", an album of news events from the Crimean War in 1854 to the 1930s. 


Billboard reports best selling 35 1/3 RPM albums as follows: Decca's The King 
and I in fourth place, Columbia's South Pacific in fifth place, Decca's Guys and 
Dolls in seventh place. In the 45 RPM field Billboard rates Decca's The King and I 
in fourth place, and Columbia's South Pacific in eighth place...Variety's listings 
find Decca's The King and I in third place and Decca's Guys and Dolls in fourth place. 


Simon, SEL, praised Capitel's Flahooley album as pleasant listening. Show of 
the musical which closed in a hurry contains msic which shows that Sammy Fain is 
richly endowed. "The World Is Your Balloon" ballad seems destined to survive the 
show. Entire cast, including unique Yma Sumac, is quite good vocally. 
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CRITICAL WORRIES..-It's a sign of innocence in critics when they are shocked to find 
that people in the amusement world are annoyed by unfavorable criticism, points 
out Watts, Post. The time for the critic to start worrying is when an actor or 
playwright doesn't mind his hostile notice. 


"HAM" ORIGINS...Diverse opinions on where the popular theatre word came from explored 
by correspondents to the London Times, Variety reports. Novelist Compton 
Mackenzie claims it is an abbreviation of “hamfatter," a derogatory Ameriocen 

equivalent of the British "barnstormer." But actor Barry Lupino insists it 

started in America and was named after 19th century actor Hamish McCullough, who 
used to tour the "pig sticking" towns of Illinoise His nickname was "Ham," and 
his group was called Ham's Actors. 


TALENT SUGGESTIONS...Producers in search of a good character actress will find her in 
lobby of Algonquin almost any afternoon; her name is Enid Markey, recommends 
Morehouse, WI&S...Ruth Rawson, wife of Westhampton, LI, Playhouse director, was 

simply superb in a quick production of Angel Street, raves Sylvester, News. But 

he might be a little prejudiced because he owns a frightening $250 interest in 
the sumer theatre. 


APPETITES & CURTAINS...Seven PM curtain idea doesn't interest George Jean Nathan. 
Whoever evolved it deserves six months free board in the nearest lunatic asylum. 
The early hour would prevent the theatre goer from having ey dinner, or would 
limit him to a hastily wolfed snacke This would probably make him the worst 
audience possible. If he ate after the theatre, he would have trouble going 
to bed. And as for a 5:00 o'clock curtain, it would drive everybody crazy. 


COLUMN TIPS...Bert McCord, Herald Tribune, showing town to movie star Coleen Gray, 
reports Kilgallen...Theatre concessionaires due to kick up a rumpus over alleged 
kickbacks, says Walker...Only one reader took advantage of Lait's money back 

guarantee on Seventeen. 


MAIL ORDER COURTESY...Leading producers are doing their best to oblige would-be tick- 
et buyers, Coleman, Mirror, discovered. His hat is off to Paula Stone and Mike 
Sloane, producers of Top Banana, who are giving their advance sale department 
personal attention. Tetand Hayward is making sure requests for Remains To Be 
Seen are filled promptly and efficiently. Irene Mayer Selznick and Arthur 
Schwartz are working on plans to better public relations and speed up ticket 

sales for the producers groups. 


PICK TEN FAVORITES...Burr, Playbill, recalls mentally tantalizing game Morehouse, 
then on the Sun, played with actors asking them to pick their ten favorite plays 
of all time. The problem of picking ten is infuriating, practically impossible, 
fascinating. Try it some time. 


Five dollar general wage increase granted actors by League of NY Theatres... 
Theatre musicians wmion seeking 20 per cent wage increase plus end of doubling prac- 
tice...eTwilight Walk has changed its name to Twilight Park...New Parsons Theatre in 
Hartford, Conn, may be used for legitimate theatre...Only four holiday matinees... 
Opening of "The Medium” film at Sutton Theatre was an ANTA benefit...John Mason Brown 
SRL, to be toastmaster at third annual National Book Awards in January...Howard 
Lindsay joins cast of his Remains To Be Seen, while Louis Verneuil has withdraw from 
cast of his Love and Let Love. 


‘ ' Green Room Department ' 

| ' Theatre News Round Up ' 


JOHN C. WILSON...Producer and director now presenting Kin Hubbard at Westport, 
Conn, Country Theatre, defined the qualities that make Noel Coward plays so success- 
ful to WNBT Ben Graver. Wilson, who produced many Coward plays in this country, be- 
lieves it is the author's enormous, inescapable wit that makes for success. Nothing 
is deliberate, everything just happens. Coward's phraseology is also fascinating, he 
cen turn an ordinary remark into something funny. 


¥AY COMPTON...British actress now playing in London production of Jean Cocteau's 
Intimate Relations would divide newspaper critics into two distinct classes, she told 
"The Stage.” Reviewers would be classed as genuine critics or mere journalists. If 
she was a manager she would feel inclined to exclude rigidly those who only write 
for sensationalism. 


Television ts building a new audience for the theatre, John Chapman told “Criti- 
cal Digest" in an exclusive interview. Young people are realizing as they watch TV 
programs, that there is such a thing as the living theatre, the New York Daily News 
critic explained. ‘Success of Imogene Coca this sumer in Happy Birthday and Carol 
Bruce in Pal Joey can be attributed directly to their TV fans wanting to see them in 
their summer theatre appearances. In addition to building a new audience, TV is use- 
ful in keeping actors fully employed between jobs and in the New York area. While 
it is true that the theatre is losing some houses to the new medium, they will get 
them back when needed. 


Chapman disagrees with those who believe awards are silly. The more awards the 
better is his slogan. Any prize that makes for conversation and argument about the 
theatre is really helping the theatre. As outgoing president of the New York Drama 
Critic's Circle he feels the group award to T.S.Eliot's The Cocktail Party as the 


best foreign play of the year served its purpose in stimulating discussion about 
the theatre. 


As part of his job as drama critic he continually tries to persuade his read- 
ers that tickets are easy to get to the Broadway shows. With the exception of five 
hits, 90 per cent of the tickets are available the same day. Actually eny play that 
gets past the first week is well worth seeing. Only the critics have to see the 
stinkers which fold up after a few performances. The high price of tickets today 
stops any theatre going habit which may have been developed. You can't just drop the 
dishes and take pot luck on a show the way you used to 20 years agoe Also, he point- 
ed out, today's audiences have forgotten how to reacte They don't play their role 
in the theatre, which is just as important a role as the part of the actors and the 
author. 


His journalistic career started as a reporter on the Denver Times, and later 
the Denver News. After a term in Paris with a photo syndicate he joined the NY 
Daily News as a reporter in 1926. In 1929 he was nemed Drama Editor. His popular 
column "Mainly About Manhattan," appeared from 1931-1940. After a two year stint as 
the paper's Hollywood correspondent, he assumed the post of drama critic in 1943, 
following Burns Mantle's death. Chapman also edits the "Best Plays" annual. 


' Legit Stuff ' 


Isabel Bigley has been elevated to stardom in Guys and Dolls...Boston University 


to present two Rodgers & Hammerstein scholarships yearly as donation of Oscar 
Hammerstein II...Theatre, Inc. being reactivated. 


' Interview Hi-Lights ' { 
| 
' Meet the Critic - John Chapman ' | ; 
| 


